A resident's internal medicine practice.
The decision-making experience of residents in a primary care internal medicine training practice was examined. The patient population provided residents appropriate training opportunities but the experience of many residents making decisions about prevalent primary care problems was often inadequate. The residents' evaluation of their educational experience with patients suggests that several elements of patient care affect their ability to learn. These include the occurrence of diseases in their patients, opportunities to treat and follow patients, the chance to use diagnostic procedures, and the option of reviewing their care with supervisors and consultants or through reading. The results of this study and the current understanding of the development of clinical judgment are discussed as arguments for evaluating internal medicine training programs in part by examining the content of residents' decision-making opportunities in their ambulatory patient practices.